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Senate 
The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the 
State of Connecticut. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Spirit, the fountain of every 

blessing, hallowed be Your Name. In 
these tempestuous times, give our law-
makers strong minds, great hearts, and 
true faith. Make them people whom the 
lust of office does not kill or the spoils 
of office cannot buy. May they be peo-
ple of honor, who live above the fog in 
public duty and in private thinking. 
Lord, empower them to use their gifts 
to magnify Your Name. May Your 
Kingdom come and Your will be done 
on Earth as it is in heaven. Our souls 
silently wait for You, O God, for from 
You alone comes salvation. You alone 
are this Nation’s rock and sure defense. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable RICHARD BLUMENTHAL 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 22, 2011. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RICHARD BLUMEN-

THAL, a Senator from the State of Con-
necticut, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will resume 
the motion to proceed to the bill H.R. 
2560. The time until 10 a.m. will be 
equally divided and controlled between 
the two leaders or their designees. At 
10 a.m., I will be recognized to make a 
motion to table the motion to proceed; 
therefore, Senators should expect a 
rollcall vote at approximately 10 a.m. 
To accommodate Senators on both 
sides, this vote will take a little longer 
than usual. 

I say to you, Mr. President, and to 
everyone within the sound of my voice, 
this is an effort to move this piece of 
legislation off the floor. It is inter-
fering with the negotiations between 
the White House and the House of Rep-
resentatives, and it is without merit. 
This is a motion to table. It is a vote 
on this bill. And we on this side of the 
aisle are going to look at every vote 
cast. We feel comfortable where we are 
on this issue, and I would suggest to 
my Republican friends that they 
should look at where they are on this 
issue. This is a very, very bad piece of 
legislation. Anyone voting for it will 
have to respond in many different ways 
to the people of their State. 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 2553 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, H.R. 2553 is 
at the desk and due for a second read-
ing. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2553) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding 
and expenditure authority of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to 
any further proceedings at this time on 
this bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

f 

CUT, CAP, AND BALANCE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in about an 
hour we will vote on the Republicans’ 
so-called cap, cut, and balance legisla-
tion. As I have said before—in fact, just 
a few minutes ago—this is one of the 
worst pieces of legislation to ever be 
placed on the floor of the U.S. Senate. 
It violates the spirit of our Constitu-
tion and certainly what we are trying 
to accomplish here in Washington, and 
we as a Senate refuse to waste even one 
more day on this piece of legislation. 

We have 11 days left until the United 
States simply stops paying its bills, 
and, frankly, we have wasted too much 
time already. The U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives needs to know this legisla-
tion has expired. It is gone. 

Republicans wanted a vote on their 
radical plan to kill Medicare and So-
cial Security before they would con-
sider helping Democrats avert this cri-
sis. In an hour, they will get that 
chance. At least one of the Republican 
Senators went over to a large gath-
ering in the House of Representatives, 
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